


JK Rowling’s Harry Potter story spans seven books. The books are filled with 
circumstances that are ever changing, characters that come and go, numerous 
little side stories, countless names and much more! It’s very easy to get a little 
overwhelmed by it all and to feel lost. But, if you look, there are themes that 
weave their way throughout the series. While you have to contend with many 
books, names, scenarios and side stories, above and through these sit themes 
that tie you in, allowing for you to connect into the big story. 


For example, a theme in Harry Potter is friendship. Throughout the series you 
see how friendship can allow for good things to be experienced more fully and 
how it can help with handling the bad things in life. In the battle against the 
biggest and scariest obstacles of life, it is an element in the Harry Potter series 
that is key. Friendship is a constant, an overarching idea, an anchor in a series 
that can feel a bit ever changing.


Harry Potter, 7 books, written by one woman over 17 years. When we come to 
66 books, written over a couple of thousand of years, by 40 different authors, 
with a mixture of literary styles and different languages, the fear of getting lost 
and disconnected with Harry Potter all of a sudden seems like nothing!! 


And so a question arises, does the bible have a theme?


John Stott* cites 2 Timothy 3:15 “and how from infancy you have known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus” He argues that this is a verse that helps us to see overall themes 
in the bible, noting three: Salvation, Jesus and Faith.




Does the Bible have a theme? 



Salvation, Jesus and Faith. These are three themes that we can see when 
zooming into the stories, people and circumstances in the bible and also when 
we zoom out from particular books or moments to see the big picture.


1. Salvation (God’s desire to redeem and restore creation). 

Firstly, this tells us something about us. The story of the bible tells us that we 
find ourselves in a chaotic situation, things are not as they were meant to be. 
Beginning with Adam and Eve and continuing throughout the bible there is 
rebellion, there is a falling short of God’s standards and a choosing not to live 
life in His way but putting themselves in charge (Sin). The close, walking-with-
God relationship described in Genesis is lost and so as a result there is 
distance, in our relationship with our world, with each other and with God. We 
are need of being rescued. 


Secondly, salvation tells us something about God. When things go wrong in 
Genesis, right away God speaks of putting it right. He will rescue, redeem and 
restore His creation. Described in Genesis 3:15 is a person who will put things 
right, crushing the head of sin, but at the same time losing his life as a result. 
This rescue plan right at the beginning of the bible reveals to us God’s justice 
and love. His justice will not allow for wrong, injustice and sin to win the day. 
These things will be crushed and in the end they will not have the victory. This is 
a battle that humanity cannot win and so in love God wins this for us and 
defeats all that looks to prevent people from having relationship with Him. 


Throughout the bible, through the story of Israel, their lives, circumstances, 
successes and failures we see at different times and in different ways this 
theme of salvation. Where God will time and again stay true to his promise to 
rescue, redeem and to put things right, in spite of humanities continuing 
tendency to get it all wrong. 




2. Jesus.  

God’s desire to redeem and restore creation and this salvation comes through 
Jesus, the second of our threads. Tim Keller would say that in the bible all 
roads lead to Jesus. His point is that the characters and circumstances of the 
Old Testament are pointing forward to Jesus, the true and better version. 


The promise of Salvation is seen throughout the Old Testament. Important 
stories, themes, characters and promises like sacrifice, atonement, redemption, 
covenant, priests, prophets, kings, and the Messiah are all a foreshadowing of 
Jesus. All of these important elements that helped to allow for Israel to have a 
relationship with God, point to the one who will bring about fullness to what 
was experienced in part. 


In the New Testament we then have the fulfilment and outworking of the 
promised salvation. The Gospels describe this coming through the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus. He has dealt with the chaos of sin, He has paid the 
price, defeated it and allowed for those who have rebelled from God, who’ve 
turned and walked their own path, to be able, in Him, to return and enjoy a 
relationship with God.


As the New Testament continues from Acts onwards, we see the continuing 
work of Jesus in and through His followers and what this means as it extends to 
the world through the Holy Spirit. 


3. Faith.  

Throughout the bible we see that salvation is not earned or achieved by people. 
Freedom, redemption, being made right with God and adopted into His family   
does not come through us but through Him and we experience this through 
faith.




We see this in the beginning with Adam and Eve. Will they have faith? Will they 
Hear what God has said, trust that God knows what is best for life and join 
Him in what He is doing? Or will they try to grasp this power for themselves? In 
the Old Testament time and again these questions repeat, will people recognise 
God, trust Him and live their lives in and for Him? Will they have faith? Or will 
they look to themselves or align their lives with others? 


The New Testament continues with this, with the writers highlighting to 
believers the need to recognise that Jesus has provided salvation. So now, 
life with God, with others and for others is to be lived in, through and dependant 
on Jesus, having faith in what He has done.


Salvation, Jesus and Faith.  

These are three themes that we can keep in mind and look for as we journey 
through the bible, whether we are 'zooming in’ to take a close look at books, 
characters and circumstances, or  ‘zooming out’ to take a look at the big story 
of the bible. 

*Understanding The Bible. Chapter One: The Purpose of The Bible. - John Stott (1972).


