
Introduction to The Tabernacle   
Exodus ch. 26 – 40 tells us about the 
general plan of the Tabernacle as a 
whole and the different areas. 
The Tabernacle courtyard was 150 feet 
long (46m) and 75 feet wide (23m). It 
consisted of the outer courtyard; the 
Holy Place which was 30 feet long 
(9.1m), 15 feet wide (4.6m) and 15 feet 
high (4.6m); and the Most Holy Place 
which was separated by a thick veil and 
which was a 15 (4.6m) foot cube.
The outer courtyard contained the 
bronze altar of sacrifice and the bronze basin or laver for washing. 
The Holy Place contained the lampstand, the table with the shewbread and the altar of incense. 
The Most Holy place just had the Ark of the Covenant and was only entered once a year by the High 
Priest. 
The outer courtyard wall was 7.5 feet high (2.3m) held on 60 wooden pillars overlaid with bronze in 
copper sockets and silver caps and hooks. (Ex.27:9-19, 38:9-17)
The entrance to the courtyard was through a 30 foot wide curtain made from blue, purple and scarlet 
dyed yarns that were woven with fine twined linen. (Ex.38:18-20) The veil which separated the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy Place was similar to that which separated the Holy Place from the Courtyard 
although it had cherubim on it also. The tent structure was covered by four layers of cloth and skin 
(Ex.26:1-14). 
Note that the furnishings in the outer courtyard were made of bronze while those in the Most Holy Place 
and the Holy Place were made of gold.
The whole structure was of course mobile but the major furnishings had to be carried on poles. When the 
tribes were on the move the Levites would carry the Ark at the front, then followed the Tabernacle – this 
was carried by the Gershonites and Merarites, and then the Tabernacle furnishings carried by the 
Kohathites. (See Numbers ch.3-4 for details). Everything had to be done in a certain order and in a 
certain way. The tribes even camped around the Tabernacle and marched in a certain order. 
Note various aspects of this arrangement and what it was meant to convey. 

a. The Lord was with them, in the midst of them.
b. The Lord is holy and only certain people could approach the most holy places.
c. The outer courtyard speaks of approach and preparation and sacrifice. There are elements of 

confession and cleansing before we can offer up prayer to God.
d. Everything is very detailed and is to be followed to the letter. The punishments for not following 

this are severe (see also  2 Samuel 6:6-7 and the fate of Uzzah). 
e. The tent speaks of a place where a king resides – the purple colour speaks of kingship and the 

blue of divinity. There are echoes of Eden – east facing entrance guarded by cherubim, tree of life 
(the lampstand shape). 

Drawing near to God
The Gate and the Court (Ex.27:9-17)  
God gave instructions to Moses beginning with the Ark but we will reverse the order as if we are coming 
to approach the tent for the first time and see what we encounter as we arrive. The curtains of the Gate 
were 30 feet wide and 7 ½  feet wide of blue, purple, scarlet and white. They were set in four pillars of 
brass, in sockets of bronze with hooks and clasps of silver. We note that there was only one way in 
through the gate on the east side. The rising light of the morning would have reflected off the bright 



curtain of the gateway. The uniqueness of entry to God 
is emphasised in different ways in scripture from the 
one door of Noah’s ark to the one gate of the 
tabernacle and temple to the one mediator Jesus 
Christ (Jn.10:9, 14:6, Eph2:18). The outer door is 
welcoming and wide, the door ways get narrower as 
you enter further in.
The court fence was made of a long piece of fine linen 
held up by posts. The posts were set in a brass socket 
and crowned by a silver top. Hooks of silver held up 
the curtains and rods of silver connected the pillars. It 
was 7 ½ feet high. Once in through the gate you were 
into the outer courtyard area.  
Note references to fine linen in Revelation. The Bride of the Lamb (the church) is said to be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white (an emblem of righteousness Rev.19:8).
The outer Court area contains two items – the bronze altar and the laver. They stood in a straight line 
between the gate of the outer court and the door of the Holy Place. This area was open to the people.
The Altar (Ex.27:1-8)
The altar speaks of the sacrifice that was needed for sins. The people would bring their sacrifice, and 
often place their hand upon it as it was killed by the priest. This symbolically represented their sins on 
the animal which was to be killed. The animal was meant to be physically unblemished.

The altar was made of acacia wood and covered with bronze. The four corners had horns. There were 
bronze shovels, basins, forks and fire pans to collect the ashes. Carrying poles of acacia wood covered 
in bronze were used to carry the altar.  It was 7 ½ feet by 7 ½ feet by 4 ½ feet high. Heb.9:22 reminds us 
that “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness”. (See also Lev.17:11). Life blood was 
valuable, the most valuable thing in the world.
God determined that sin is serious and requires blood to cover it. The blood of an animal was a 
substitute for human blood.  Before we can draw very near to God there needs to be sacrifice. This was 
an important message communicated to the people. The first thing they therefore encountered was the 
altar. The animal was their substitute.
The sacrifices have now been replaced by the once and for all sacrifice of Jesus. (Rom.3:25; Hebrews 
ch.9-10). Where the people had to keep repeating the sacrifices Jesus sacrifice was once for all and not 
necessary to be repeated (Heb.10:12).



The Offerings (Leviticus 1-7)
Five sacrificial offerings where offered within the Tabernacle.
Burnt offerings (Leviticus 1:2-17; 6:8-13)
Burnt offering was easily distinguished from all the other sacrifices by the 
fact that the entire animal was burned upon the altar. Of the different 
sacrifices, the burnt offering is viewed as the most important. This 
sacrifice represented complete dedication and surrender to God. As the 
animal was usually an unblemished male, worshippers are clearly 
expected to present their best animals. Although the burnt offering was 
intended to be costly, allowance is made for those who are poor, they could bring “a dove or a young 
pigeon” Lev 1:14. 
We have a few details regarding the specific function of the burnt offering but the phrase “an aroma 
pleasing to God” is repeated, which suggests that it was intended to gain Divine favour.
Lev. 1:4 He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make 
atonement for him. 
By the laying on of a hand the worshipper was at least indicating that they owned the animal and that 
this was their sacrifice to God. Also the worshiper associated themselves with what happened to the 
animal therefore acknowledging that what happened to the animal should happen to them. The animal 
was a substitute, which bore the worshipers sins and died in their place, to restore the broken 
relationship between God and humans. 
After the blood was sprinkled on the altar and the animal was completely burned up.
Grain (meal) offering (Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23)
This offering was unique in the sacrificial system as it was the only one 
that does not involve animals.
This offering was given to God in thankfulness. The people brought 
fine flour, or unleavened cakes, or roasted grain to the priests. The 
priests burned a symbolic handful at the altar and could partake of the 
rest, in recognition of their unique service for the people. There was 
very little ceremony involved. The grain offering was possibly viewed 
as a gift or a tribute paid to God in recognition of his divine sovereignty.
Peace (Fellowship) offering (Leviticus 3:1-17; 7:11-21)
The peace offering was distinguished from the other offerings by the 
fact that most of the meat from the sacrificial animal was retained by 
the worshippers for a festive meal. 
The fat associated with the kidneys and liver was burned on the altar 
and again we see “an aroma pleasing to the Lord” (3:5, 16). The 
officiating priest was given the right thigh and the breast was shared 
among the other priests.
The peace offering could be used to express thankfulness, fulfill a 
vow or serve as a free will offering.
Peace in Hebrew thought refers to well-being in general it is likely that an important element of the peace 
offering was the acknowledgement that God is the source of true peace.
The Purification Offering (Leviticus 4:1-5:12; 6:24-30)
The distinctive nature of the purification offering is highlighted by the special use made of the animal’s 
blood to cleanse sacred items within the tabernacle. 
Traditionally the purification offering has been known as the “sin offering” because the Hebrew word 
used to designate this sacrifice frequently means “sin.” However the title “purification offering” is 
preferable because it indicates more precisely the purpose or function of the sacrifice.



For the purification offerings outlined in Leviticus 4, the blood is placed on the sacred furnishings and not 
on the people responsible for the sin, indicating that the pollution caused by the sinner is being cleansed 
rather than the actual sinner.
The Reparation Offering (Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-10)
Traditionally the “reparation offering” has been referred to as the 
“guilt offering” because the Hebrew word used can mean “guilt.” 
However it can also mean “reparation” or “compensation.”
Sin offerings and guilt offerings focused on paying for sin. The sin 
offerings atoned for sins against God. The guilt offerings addressed 
sins against others, and included paying damages with interest. 
Various animals were offered, depending on the person's position 
and income. Priests and leaders, as examples to others, had to 
offer larger sacrifices for sin, while the poor offered what they could 
afford. 
Blood was sprinkled on the altar, and parts of the animals were 
burned, often with wine poured on them (drink offering). Other parts 
where roasted for the priests. Since the priests where full-time 
Tabernacle workers sacrificed animals where their main source of 
food. 
Each sacrifice had a distinctive function, which reflects the different ways in which the divine/human 
relationship is affected by human sin and uncleanness. These sacrifices seek to restore humans to a 
harmonious relationship with God. 
In light of humanities disposition to sin against God the provision of a means by which atonement maybe 
made represents a gracious and unmerited response from God.
In Hebrews, Christ’s death was the ultimate sacrifice of which the 
Old Testament sacrifices were you merely an illustration. The 
inadequacy of the Old Testament sacrifices is highlighted by the fact 
that they had to be repeated; they can never make perfect for all 
time those who offered them. Christ however constituted the 
perfect, all-sufficient offering. Nevertheless the Old Testament 
sacrifices are significant because they shed light on the nature of 
the atonement achieved through Christ’s death.
Bronze Laver (Ex.30:17-21)
Between the bronze altar and the tabernacle stood a large, shallow 
basin of water gleaming as brightly as a mirror. Priests had to bathe 
in their hands and feet and it before offering sacrifices and before 
entering the 15 foot tall Tabernacle and the Holy Place. 
Again we see the importance of purity in the worship of a Holy God.

The Tabernacle Tent
As we enter the tabernacle tent we three items of furniture which would have been present in any 
Israelite home at that time a Seat (the Ark), a table and a lamp stand. 
After following the proper cleansing rituals at the laver in the Courtyard, the priest passed through a veil 
into the Holy Place. This area was holy because of its closeness with the most Holy Place, the place 
where God’s presence resided. It was also holy because God separated this area for special, sacred 
activities that belonged only to him. These sacred activities used objects that became holy because of 
their nearness to God’s presence. Such holy objects and activities demanded that holy people cared for 
them. Priests had to cleanse themselves and offer sacrifices to atone for their own sins so they could 
perform their duties inside the Holy Place.



The Lampstand (Ex. 25:31-40; 26:35)
The unique lampstand was beaten from a single piece of gold, 
not pieced together. It was fueled by oil not wax it had lamps 
at the top of each branch not candles.
Its purpose was to provide light in this otherwise dark room. 
Trimming the lamp wicks to keep them burning brightly was an 
important job for the priest.
In the Holy Place, the lampstand provided light for the priests. 
The lampstand was a solid, one- piece object of gold (Exodus 
25:31– 40).
God instructed Moses to use one talent (75 pounds) of gold. 
The gold lampstand was shaped as a central shaft with six 
branches coming from the sides, three on each side. Each 
branch held a cup in the shape of an almond flower soon to 
bloom. Each cup had an oil lamp. It was a piece of art.
Although some translations use the expression candlestick, 
the lampstand did not use wax for fuel. Rather, the lamps used 
as fuel clear, high- quality olive oil that the Israelites brought as offerings to the Tabernacle (Leviticus 
24:2). The priests had to keep the light of the lamps burning continually, probably during both days and 
nights (Exodus 30:7– 8)
With the layers of covering on the Tabernacle tent, the lampstand was the only light available inside the 
Holy Place. Entering the Holy Place must have been an awe- inspiring experience. The light reflecting on 
the golden objects, shining on the cherubim of the wall coverings and the veil, reflected on the smoke 
from the altar of incense, must have increased the sense of awe and wonder. The light of the lampstand 
was a reminder for the priests that God is creator, teacher, guide, and the source of all life.
Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every morning when he tends the lamps. He must burn 
incense again when he lights the lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the Lord for the 
generations to come.
Although we do not know the exact dimensions of the lampstand, Jewish tradition maintains it was about 
5 feet (1. 5 meters) high and 3. 5 feet (1. 05 meters) wide. In addition, the exact shape of the lampstand 
is not clear. The menorah shape in the picture is only one of different possibilities
Jesus and Light
By saying “I am the light of the world,” Jesus made several claims:

He is the very presence of God ( John 8: 58; 1 John 1: 1). 
His ministry consisted of guiding people to the Truth ( John 8: 31– 32). 
He brought light and life to those living in darkness and death ( John 3: 19– 21).

In Christ, the full light of God’s love and compassion shone forth with power and clarity. Jesus’ light 
reveals our true need for God’s forgiveness and shows us the path to God and eternal life. Jesus’ light 
also gives us knowledge of God and his will ( 2 Corinthians 4: 6).
Is 9:2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow 
of death a light has dawned.
John 8:12 I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.
Is 60:19 The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, for 
the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.
Rev 21:23 The city does not need the sun nor the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and the Lamb is its lamp.
John 10:22&23 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the 
temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.



The Altar of Incense (Ex. 30:1-10)
The Lord required that special incense be burned constantly on the altar of incense. It was a special 
sweet incense, a mixture of spices to be used only for the Tabernacle (Ex. 30:35-37). No other recipe 
could be burned upon the altar. On the day of Atonement, the high priest took incense from this altar and 

brought it into the Most Holy Place.
Any priest could offer incense accompanied by some 
of the grain offering on the altar of incense. It is 
possible that priests offered incense by itself, 
although there are no clear indications for this 
practice (Leviticus 10:1– 3; Numbers 16:16– 18; 
Deuteronomy 33:10; 1 Samuel 2:28; Ezekiel 8:10– 
11).
Priests had to burn incense at the incense altar twice 
a day—morning and evening—and in connection 
with two other activities within the Holy Place:the 
kindling of the golden lamps and the setting of the 
bread of the presence.
The Day of Atonement was another setting for the 
use of incense. Once a year, the high priest would 
offer a special sacrifice and bring a portion of its 
blood into the most Holy Place. The high priest would 
also bring incense in a censer from the Holy Place 
into the most Holy Place. 
Made with acacia wood overlaid with gold, the altar 
of incense—also known as the “gold altar” (Exodus 
40:5) —stood in the middle of the western end of the 

Holy Place. It stood right outside the veil that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. Its 
dimensions were 1. 5 feet long by 1. 5 feet wide by 3 feet high (0. 46 m x 46 cm x 92 cm). Although the 
exact shape is not known, the altar had four horns and rings for the poles.
The Lord required that special incense be burned constantly on the altar of incense. It was a special 
sweet incense, a mixture of spices to be used only for the Tabernacle. God specifically required this 
recipe. None other was to be burned on the altar. The incense was a matter of life and death, as 
Leviticus 10:1- 2 clearly show us, when two of Aaron’s sons offered a “strange fire” before the Lord and 
were struck dead.
Jesus, Incense, Prayer and the Holy Spirit 
Incense is important in many religious ceremonies. The ceremonies and rituals that God commanded in 
the Old Testament are no exception. Like the other sacred objects in the Tabernacle, the Altar of Incense 
and incense itself had a practical and a symbolic function.
The practical function of incense was first to counteract the odors arising from the sacrifices. Sacrifices 
occurred daily and, on the Day of Atonement, all day long. The smells would have been quite 
overwhelming, especially for the priests working in the courtyard. In addition, on the Day of Atonement, 
the incense that the High Priest burned had the function of preventing the death of the priest by covering 
the Most Holy Place. Thus, the High Priest would not be able to see the glory of God and die (see 
Leviticus 16: 13). 
The symbolic function of the incense is prayer. Like the Tabernacle itself, incense provides a visual 
reminder of Israel’s faith. Just as the smoke of the incense ascends toward God, and the aroma pleases 
the Lord, so the prayers of God’s people ascend to his throne and are pleasing to him (see Psalm 141: 
2; Revelation 5: 8; 8: 4). 
What makes God’s people’s prayers ascend like fragrant incense? Two important components: The 
prayer is in Jesus’ name, and the intervention of the Holy Spirit. To pray in Jesus’ name means to pray in 



the authority of that name. To pray effectively in Christ’s name, we must be “in him”—in union with his life 
and death. 
However, the Holy Spirit also plays an important role so our prayers can ascend to God like incense. 
Jesus promised the gift of the Spirit in the life of his disciples (John 14: 16– 17) and the Bible tells us that 
one of the crucial tasks of the Spirit is to inspire and guide our prayers. When our weaknesses prevent 
us from relating to God correctly, the Spirit intercedes for us—that is, he pleads our case before God 
(Romans 8: 26– 27) —so we can rest assured that the Spirit is praying alongside us, making our prayers 
what they ought to be. With his help, our prayers can conform to God’s will (1 John 5: 14). 
If we understand prayer as communication with God, then we will be able to see it more fully as a 
dialogue, rather than a monologue on our part. Prayer is a two- way conversation; the other half of our 
worship before God is God’s guidance and clarity of his will to us. Just as we may only reach God in the 
Spirit through the truth of Christ (John 4: 24), so also God’s guidance and teaching comes to us only 
through Christ by means of the Spirit (John 14: 26; 15: 26; 16: 12–14).
The Table of the Bread of Presence

On the table of the bread of presence Aaron and his sons 
placed 12 loaves of bread made from fine flour. These 12 
loaves represented the 12 tribes of Israel. The table with the 
loaves was a continual reminder of the everlasting promises, 
the covenant between God and the children of Israel, and a 
memorial of God’s provision for food. The bread was eaten 
by Aaron and his sons and is replaced every week.
Across from the golden lampstand inside the Holy Place 
stood the table of the bread of the presence (Exodus 40:22). 
Priests placed a special bread on the table. God gave 
specific instructions for the preparation of the bread and the 
arrangement of the table (Leviticus 24:5– 9).
The table of the bread of the presence was another visual 
reminder of the covenant—the formal agreement that God 
made with Israel. In the covenant, God promised to be 
Israel’s God and King—in other words, he would protect and 
provide for Israel; God would fight for Israel and give them a 

land flowing milk and honey. Israel, on the other hand, promised to be faithful to God, obedient to his 
commandments.
Bread and the making of bread are very important metaphors in the Bible. In the cultural world of the Old 
Testament, people sealed their covenants with a meal (see Genesis 14:18, 18:7, 26:30; Exodus 24:1). 
The meal formalized the agreement and bound them in a close relationship.
The priests replaced the bread every week during the Sabbath day. God dedicated the bread for the 
priests, the sons of Aaron. The priests ate this bread. In eating the bread, the priests were representing 
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel in a covenant meal with God. Such an action was a 
commemoration of the covenant that God made with the Israelites at Sinai (see Exodus 24:11 for an 
example of a meal to confirm a covenant).
In addition, the ancient Israelites considered bread as life giving and sustaining. The Old Testament 
understood that God is the ultimate source of bread and all of life. The bread of the presence also 
signified God’s covenant provision and presence as Provider for and among the twelve tribes of Israel.
The table was made from acacia wood overlaid with gold. Its dimensions were 3 feet long by 1. 5 feet 
wide by 2. 25 feet high (92 cm x 46 cm x 69 cm). The table was fitted with rings in each corner to hold 
poles for transportation. The poles were also made with acacia wood overlaid with gold. The plates and 
pitchers that held the bread and drinks were also made of pure gold.
The Drink Offering
(Exodus 29:40– 41; Numbers 28:7– 10, 14– 15, 24, 31)



On the table in the holy place were the bread of the presence along with plates and pitchers. Priests 
used the pitchers for the drink offerings, which were poured out on other offerings. In Exodus 29, after 
Aaron and his sons had been consecrated for serving in the Tabernacle, God instructed them to offer a 
daily sacrifice along with a drink offering.
Communion
The ultimate fulfillment of all covenant meals is the Last Supper Jesus celebrated with his disciples. The 
Lord’s Supper is a meal that seals God’s new covenant with his people (Luke 22:19– 20).
The only reference to the new covenant in the Old Testament is in Jeremiah 31:31– 34. As God was 
about to punish Israel for their disloyalty, he also promised to intervene in a new and powerful way. God 
promised a new covenant—a covenant that contrasted with the covenant at Sinai in at least four things:

The Lord will write his law in the minds and hearts of those in the new covenant. 
The Lord will be their God, and they will be his people. 
The ones in the new covenant will know the Lord. 
The Lord will forgive their wickedness.

Jesus said that his sacrifice was the fulfilment of the New Covenant. “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” ( Matthew 26: 28) and “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me” ( 1 Corinthians 11: 25).
Furthermore, Jesus called himself “the bread of life” (John 6: 35) because he is the ultimate source of 
life, both life in general and eternal life.
The Tabernacle was a place of revelation (Leviticus 1:1). In and through the Tabernacle, God provided 
guidance for the journey in the wilderness, salvation from the dangers of the journey and sin, and life 
through provision and his presence.
In this picture, we see the three 
main activities the priests 
performed in the Holy Place.
Care for the lampstand. The priest 
is filling the lampstand holder cups 
with high quality olive oil. The 
lampstand was the primary source 
of light for the tent. 
The second priest is pouring 
incense on the altar of incense. It 
was a special incense for this 
special place. 
The last priest is placing new bread 
on the table of the bread of the 
presence. The bread represented 
the twelve tribes of Israel before 
the Lord.

The Most Holy Place
The Veil (Exodus 26:31-33)
This was the curtain which separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. Only the High Priest 
could enter through this curtain, and only then once a year on the Day of Atonement. It was a beautiful 
curtain of blue, purple, scarlet and fine linen with cherubim embroidered on it. It was held up by four tall 
pillars of wood set on silver sockets with suspending hooks of gold. 
The Veil was a reminder that people could not come lightly into the near presence of God. The cherubim 
on the veil remind us that Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden and cherubim guarded 
the way. But the Veil did enable the priests to come into the Holy Place at least.



Hebrews 10:20 indicates that we can now as believers draw 
into the nearer presence of God by the blood of Jesus. His 
body is “the curtain” through which we can enter heaven. 
Whenever Christ died we are told that the Veil in the Temple 
was torn in two (Mt.27:50-51) from top to bottom. God tore 
down the Veil to show the way of access to Him was now 
open because of what Jesus achieved through his death. 
We now have a new boldness to enter the throne room of 
God (Heb.10:11-22).

The Ark and the Mercy Seat (Ex.25:10-22)
The only piece of furniture within the Most Holy 
place was the Ark. It was an oblong chest made 
of wood overlaid inside and outside with gold. It 
had a crown or band of gold around the top, a 
golden ring at each corner and poles to enable 
the Ark to be carried. Inside the Ark were the two 
stone tablets with the Ten Commandments, a 
golden pot with manna and the budded rod of 
Aaron (Num.17). The Ark represented the throne 
of God.
The lid of the Ark was made of pure gold with two cherubim made of gold on top (perhaps representing 
God’s power and holiness and yet also his protection Ps.61:4; 63:7).  Their wings were spread out over 
the Ark and this top area was known as the Mercy Seat. This is where Aaron would have sprinkled the 
blood on the Day of Atonement. Here the sins of the people were atoned or covered. This happened 
once a year. (Hebrews 9:7-8) 
The High Priest would have entered robed in in linen garments and carrying blood which he sprinkled on 
the Mercy Seat once and in front of the Ark seven times. 
It must have been an awesome responsibility and terrifying entering that place. The High Priest would 
have been diligent in his preparations and in his confession before entering. He knew that if God was 
displeased perhaps he could die and also no-one could see the face of God and live. 

Fulfilled in Jesus
God is holy and not to be approached lightly yet in Christ we 
can approach with a new boldness.  We can come into 
God’s throne room in worship and prayer because of what 
Jesus has done. His blood was spilt in atonement for us. We 
as believers can now approach the Mercy Seat in heaven. 
Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant (Heb.9:15) which 
replaces the old one. He bore the curse of the broken law 
for us (Gal.3:13); he gives us forgiveness, and his Holy 
Spirit writes God’s laws which were in the Ark upon our 
hearts and gradually makes us holy (Heb.10:16-18) 
Although we are declared to be holy we are to grow into 

what we have been declared to be (Heb.10:14). 



God presented Jesus as a sacrifice of atonement (Rom.3:25) or a propitiation (the one who turns aside 
God’s wrath and takes away our sin). His blood 
atoned, or covered, the sins of humanity.  
When the High Priest had sprinkled the blood in 
the Most Holy Place he came out again to the 
people. So, the Lord Jesus, having entered heaven 
will appear again at the Second Coming. Jesus 
does not have to offer any more sin offerings, the 
one he offered was sufficient and covered all sin for 
all time.
We however need to appropriate this gift for us. We 
receive it by faith as we trust in Christ’s saving 
work. This needs to be a personal trusting for no-
one else can do this for us.
The Priests (Ex.29)
The priests were Levites. As well as serving in the 
Tabernacle they were also charged with 
transporting the items when Israel moved around. 
(Numbers 3). The Merarites  carried the boards, 
bars, pillars and sockets. The Gershonites carried 
the curtains, coverings, hangings and cords. The 
Kohathites carried the ark, the table, candlestick 
and altars all covered by cloths (Num.3:29-32; 4:2) 
They were dedicated to the Lord’s service and were 
in place of the firstborn of every Israelite woman 
(Num.3:12). The food that was given to the Lord 
was their food. The Lord was their inheritance 
(Num.35:4-8; Deut.18:1-2).The priests were 
consecrated before they entered service (Ex.29) and would have washed daily before dealing with 
sacrifices. They were expected to maintain a high standard of purity (spiritual and physical) especially 
when on duty.
They were the teachers of the people and were to help the people to distinguish between what was holy 
and common, what was pure and defiled (Lev.10:10-11; Deut.33:10). They spoke the words of blessing 
over people (Num.6:22-27) and guarded and interpreted the boundaries of the rituals and worship. 
Occasionally they acted as judges in difficult cases (Deut.17:8-13). 
The Church
In the church of Christ each of us are called to be priests (1 Peter 2:5,9) and each of us have a gift and 
responsibility to serve (1 Cor.12-14). Each has a part to play in serving God in his church. There are no 
longer special priests who act as mediators. There is One mediator now who is Jesus. All are equal 
before him. We are called to praise God, pray for each other, care for each other, and bring the Word of 
God to each other. This does not have to just occur on a Sunday or in a special building but in Christ we 
have the Holy Spirit within us and we minister in his name. The church consists of the priesthood of all 
believers, a fact sometimes many of us find hard to grasp and put into practice. 
We do however exercise our gifts under the authority of our church leadership (the elders) and there is a 
measure of accountability to that leadership. That is a voluntary and willing submission (See Hebrews 
13:15-17).
The High Priest (Exodus 28; 39:1-31)
The first High Priest was Aaron, Moses’ brother. He was from the tribe of Levi from which all the priests 
would come. He made sacrifices for his own sins and the sins of the people (Lev.16:6,11-14). One of his 
most important roles was to enter the Most Holy Place once a year on the Day of Atonement and 



sprinkle the blood on the Mercy Seat and before it (Lev.16). 
He would also symbolically place the people’s sins upon a 
goat and send it into the wilderness (the scapegoat) 
(Lev.16:20-22).  
The High Priest could also declare people clean after they 
had become defiled by touching a dead body or having had 
a skin disease.
The High Priest’s robes were very elaborate. He had a 
turban or mitre on his head (Ex.28:4,39; 29:6) with an 
inscription saying Holy to the Lord. He wore a fine linen tunic 
over which was placed a blue robe (Ex.28:34) with bells and 
pomegranates at the bottom (Ex.28:31-35; 39:22-26), a 
sleeveless vestment called an ephod (Ex.28:4) and a belt or 
waistband (Ex.28:8). On his shoulders were onyx stones 
which had engraved on them the names of the tribes 
(Ex.28:9-13). In addition the High priest wore a breast-piece 
with 12 precious stones (Ex.28:17-21,30). Again each stone 
had the name of a tribe engraved upon it. “Whenever Aaron 
enters the Holy Place he will bear the names of the sons of 
Israel over his heart on the breast-piece of decision as a 
continuing memorial before the Lord”. (Ex.28:29) 
On the Day of Atonement however his clothes were simpler 
and he wore the tunic, linen undergarments, belt and turban. 
Within the breast-piece were the Urim and Thummim (Ex.28:30). They were some kind of sacred lot 
used to make decisions or determine the Lord’s will (Num27:21). We are unsure exactly what they were 
or how they were used. 
Jesus the Greater High Priest
Our High Priest is Jesus who offered himself as a sacrifice to cover our sin (Heb.9:24-26). His sacrifice 
was also once for all and did not have to be repeated year after year. The writer of Hebrews tells us that 
Jesus was not in the order of Aaron but in the order of Melchizedek, a higher and more pure order 
(Heb.7:11-28; Ps.110:4). He is pure, sinless and entered a more holy tabernacle in heaven to offer the 
perfect once for all sacrifice for sin.  
Jesus will appear again at the end times to fully and finally redeem his people (Heb.9:28).In Jesus all of 
the ritual and symbolism of the tabernacle has been fulfilled and he continues to live and intercede 
before the Father for us (Heb.7:25). What a saviour we have – the perfect prophet, priest and king.


